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A ‘Textbook Example’

136th FA Job Fair Hosts 3,000

PERSON TO PERSON-Ohio National Guard Scholarship recipients William
Willis and Phillip Hale rap with one of the many high school students who
attended the Howey Rd. Job Fair, sponsored by 136th Field Artillery. Both are
seniors at Canal Winchester High School and both were looking for Blue
Streak Referrals to earn PFC stripes before departing for basic training this
summer. (PHOTO BY SFC BOB DEVOE)

BY SFC BOB DEVOE

Staff Writer

SFC Gary Barnes and HQ and Service
Battery, 136th Field artillery, have ac-
complished the “impossible.”

Itall happened during a recent Job Fair
conducted by the 136th at the Howey Rd.
Armory in Columbus.

Imagine a soft-sell approach to .re-
cruiting that netted 150 excellent pros-
pects in just a three-hour period!

Nearly 3,000 attended the two day Fair,
according to Sergeant Barnes, Unit AST
and originator of the unique program.

He explained, "I had just joined the
unit as the AST and noted we were only 41
per cent strength (following a recent
reorganization). Recruiting blitzes don’t
seem to be the answer, so our unit de-
cided to provide a service to the com-
munity in the form of a Job Fair.”

The Fair took about three solid weeks
to coordinate. Nearly 2400 Columbus-
area high school seniors were bussed to
the Howey Road Armory by the Ohio Air
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National Guard, Columbus Police Dept.,
Ohio Army Guard, and Ohio State High-
way Patrol.

SFC Barnes and select members of the
136th personally visited 55 high schools in
Columbus and vicinity to lay the founda-
tion for the Job Fair.

The men in the unit served 4000 hot
dogs and 500 cokes to the hungry seniors
attending the affair. They also saturated
the Columbus area with nearly 1,000
posters and helped decorate the armory.

Six full-time Ohio Guard recruiters
were on duty throughout the Job Fair to
answer questions and discuss National
Guard opportunities with interested stu-
dents.

TUITION BOOTH

A special ONG Tuition Booth was manned
by two recent grant recipients. Wil-
liam R, Willis and Phillip Hale, both
seniors at Canal-Winchester High
School, recently joined the 136th FA as
medics and both are heading for Ohio
University this fall. They manned the
booth looking for Blue Streak Referrals so

they can earn PFC stripes before they
leave for basic.

Job Fair participants showered kudos
on the Guard for their innovative and
highly professional program. According
to Barnes, “‘The schools thought the Job
Fair was handled so well that we have
been invited, by the schools, to set up
another Career Day at a later date to test
and counsel high school seniors on
careers in the Guard.”

The officers of the unit donated three
CB radios. Two were given away to high
school students in a drawing and one was
awarded tothe enlisted man from the unit
with the most referrals.

BIG SUPPORTER

One of the most enthusiastic support-
ers of the ONG Job Fair was Gary Boyer,
Veterans’ Coordinator for Hocking Tech-
nical College. He emphasized, “The
Ohio National Guard has saved our ad-
missions counselors many miles of travel
by hosting the Job Fair.”” Boyer says
Hocking Tech continues to be innovative
in education.” He cited the school’s new
R.O.T.C. Program (scheduled to kick off
this Spring) and a new Emergency Medi-
cal Tech Program is to be conducted this
summer in conjunction with the Ohio
Army National Guard. According to
Boyer, Hocking Tech has the first
R.O.T.C. Program to be offered by one of
Ohio’s two-year technical colleges.

Mr. Don Mauk, an official with MTA
Truck Driver School in Hilliard, also manned
a booth at the event. He feels the Job
Fair is a “very successful venture’” and
indicated he’'d like to see “more of the
same’ sponsored by the Guard through-
out the state.

The admissions counselor for Ohio
State University, Rick Tilton, “talked
himself hoarse.” He talked to over 140
prospective OSU students during the first
morning of the Fair.

In addition to the ONG a number of
government agencies were also present
at the event to discuss full-time, part-time
and summer employment. These in-
cluded the Ohio State Highway Patrol,
Columbus Police Dept., Columbus Fire
Dept., Ohio Department of Natural Re-
sources, State Bureau of Criminal Iden-
tification, Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, and the Internal Revenue Service.

A number of schools were also rep-
resented at the Fairand were available for
pre-registration. These included Ohio
State University, Franklin University,
Hocking Technical School, Columbus
Technical Institute and Ohio Dominican
College (which pre-registered 68
people).

(Continued on Page 22)
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