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Deceased Ohio Air National Guard member identified

COLUMBUS, Ohio— An Ohio Air National Guard member who died on base at the
179th Airlift Wing in Mansfield, Ohio, at about 7 a.m. April 28, has been identified as
Tech. Sgt. Eric W. Meister, 39, of Mansfield.

Meister, a security forces member with the 179th Security Forces Squadron,
suffered a single gunshot wound, said Lt. Tony Bradshaw, an Ohio State Highway
Patrol spokesman. The Ohio State Highway Patrol is determining if the death was
accidental or suicide, Bradshaw said.

The deceased was taken to Richland County Morgue and then transported to the
Summit County medical examiner in Akron for autopsy, said Dr. Stewart D. Ryckman,
Richland County coroner.

The Ohio State Highway Patrol and 179th Airlift Wing are investigating.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 1st Lt. Kimberly Snow with the Ohio National
Guard Public Affairs Office at 614-336-7125 or kimberly.snow@us.army.mil. Please visit
the Ohio National Guard website at http://ong.ohio.gov.
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